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Front cover, clockwise, left to right from top: C hief Joseph of the Nez Perce tribe; “Breaking the Shackles,” photo
illustration by Stephen Marc; The Statue of Liberty; The Declaration of Independence; Charles Young, a Buffalo
Soldier and first African American superintendent at a national park; Bostonians protesting the Stamp Act in 1765.
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Back cover: Missouri Governor Frederick Gardner signing the
resolution ratifying the 19th constitutional amendment, 1919,
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and are used with express permission.

Image sources
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back cover; Library of Congress: 24 bottom, 25, 32, 37, 45, 49, 57 top.
All other images courtesy of the National Park Sevice.
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As keepers of the American legacy, the National Park Service strives to preserve the
American narrative in a manner that is pluralistic and inclusive. This handbook provides an
overview of the civil rights story in America. When 13 colonies declared their independence
from England, a quest for freedom was born. Despite the assertion that “all men are created
equal...,” freedom has not been a reality for all Americans. At the heart of the American
struggle for civil rights is the desire to change that. The parks and monuments included in this
book tell the story of Americans seeking to make their lives and the lives of others better.

Visit these sites and experience the history firsthand.
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